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CHANGES TO THE CLAIMS 



19. (Twice Amended) A tissue rivet for holding two pieces of tissue together and to 
prevent movement of said rivet in the tissue made of a bioabsorbable material, 
comprising a single hollow shaft having a central longitudinal axis, said hollow shaft 
having a truncated conical penetration head at its front end, and a flexible member at its 
rear end, said flexible member having a width in at least one dimension larger than the 
largest width of said hollow shaft and sufficiently flexible so as to be capable of 
deforming so as to conform to an angle of insertion of said rivet into the tissue and 
capable of deforming so as to conform to the surface of the tissue in which said rivet is 
inserted, said hollow shaft having a plurality of spaced, separate, flexible projections 
extending radially from said hollow shaft, at least one of said plurality of flexible 
projections capable of flexing toward said shaft when being inserted in the tissue, said 
shaft and said flexible member each having a radius measured from the central 
longitudinal axis of said shaft, each of said flexible projections having a height 
measured from a surface of said shaft, the sum of the height of one of said flexible 
projections and the radius of said shaft being greater than the radius of said flexible 
membe r at l oast a portion of said fl o x i bl o pro je ct i ons extend i ng a d i stance from tho 
centra l axis of sa i d shaft groator than tho w i dth of said flexible mombor . 



